Remembering 911
Luke 12:54-13:5. 

Yesterday was the 20th anniversary of 911, so I thought this scripture was particularly appropriate. 

12:54-59 – Most commentators say this means when you see you’re going to have a legal problem, you should take care of it right away, because if you don’t, it will become more serious, and you might not be able to. The idea being, if you know judgment is coming, you should turn your life over to God and do what He says, so you won’t have to fear His judgment. Jesus also rebuked the people for not understanding the times they were living in, the fulfillment of prophecy, the Messiah’s coming among them, etc. 

Luke 13:1-5 – In the above context of judgment and such, some people mentioned some calamities that had happened and apparently thought those who died that way were worse sinners than most. But Jesus said a curious thing. He said they weren’t worse sinners, but, unless his hearers repented, they would all likewise perish. What did that mean? Well, it couldn’t have meant that everyone would die in exactly the same way, (though Israel was going to be destroyed 40 years later, so it might have meant that). But even those who don’t die in a tragic accident or attack will still die or perish someday, right? And if you don’t repent, that is, stop sinning and living your way and start living God’s way, you’ll likewise perish. So that would indicate you’ll die and go to hell or be destroyed, right? Everyone will perish if they don’t repent; that’s the point, right? 

Doesn’t Jn. 3:16 say God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, so that whosoever believes in Him would not perish but have everlasting life? So God gave us His Son because we’re perishing, and if we receive Him as Lord and Savior, we won’t perish but live forever and ever. 

Now, that doesn’t mean we won’t die someday, right? Because all of the Christians of all the centuries since Jesus ascended to heaven have believed, but they’ve died physically. But it means they didn’t perish eternally. Even now, they’re with the Lord, and one day, when He returns, they’ll come with Him and receive new, resurrection bodies, and so will all the Christians living on earth at that time. 

Now on 911, America suffered a terrible tragedy, and almost 3,000 people perished. That’s more than died at Pearl Harbor. That event really shook us all, and we’ll never forget it. The country went to war, thousands died, and life has been different ever since. 

They didn’t all die because they were worse sinners than anybody else. There have been wars and rumors of war for generations. Some have the misfortune of being in the middle of them; others of us don’t. But we’ll still all die too. If we know Jesus and have received Him as Savior and Lord, we’ll go to be with Him. If we don’t, we’ll surely perish. 

Last week, I began talking about the times of Noah and the Flood. We saw that man had become so sinful God had to judge and destroy him; He had to purge the world of evil. And Peter tells us that God will one day destroy the whole world again, this time by fire (2 Pet. 3:10-12) God announced coming Judgment through Noah, but most of his generation didn’t listen or prepare themselves for it. God announced judgment was coming against Sodom and Gomorrah, and the whole thing seemed like nonsense to Lot’s sons-in-law (Gen. 19:14). Jesus told the people of Israel judgment would come soon, and it did, just 40 years after He ascended, when Titus destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple in 70 AD. And for more than 2000 years, God has been saying that Judgment is coming again, a Final Judgment. This will happen at the end of the world, and that end is surely coming closer every day. It could be today or tomorrow. No one knows for sure, but we’re told to be ready, and the signs of the times sure seem to indicate it’s coming. 

Whether we see Judgment fall on this country, which is very possible (consider Sodom, Gomorrah, Israel, various kingdoms of this earth throughout history), or whether we never see that in our lifetime, the Bible promises that it is appointed to us to die and then face our own personal judgment (Heb. 9:27). Jesus said unless we repent, we will all perish. We’re all going to die. We’re all going to face judgment. We’ll all perish, except for those who’ve been saved from perishing through what Jesus did for us on the cross. 

By the way, why did those hijackers attack us? It was a plan carried out by Muslims who believed we are the Great Satan, the greatest adversary or opponent of Islam. They believe God wants the whole world to submit to Allah. That’s what Islam means. They believe they’re called to wage war against unbelievers until everybody is Muslim. They have a worldview, an ideology that tells them these things. They wanted us to retaliate, because they thought that would wake the whole Muslim world up to realize we’re the enemy of Islam, there’s a war between the infidels (us) and them. They wanted the Muslim world to fight the non-Muslim world. They believe that even if we, with obvious superior military power, seem to be at the point where we’re going to destroy them, that will be a good thing. Why? Because they’re awaiting a Messiah, just as we are. Their Messiah is called the Mahdi, and they believe he will come to save the Muslim world when it’s just about to be destroyed. 

Peoples’ ideas and philosophies really affect what they think and how they act. Devout Muslims really believe these things, and they’re committed to them over the long-haul. Do we believe what our faith tells us? Are we committed to it over the long-haul? Or are we just fair-weather believers, who go along as long as things are rosy? 

We who are Christians, we’ve been shown a different way, haven’t we? We believe that God’s Kingdom is within. It’s not something we can bring by warfare or by conspiring and plotting to take over the world. We believe in love, not hate. If we know God loves us and we surrender to Him, He will work within us to make us better people, and will one day recreate the world for those who love Him and have been transformed by His love. 

This belief, this ideology we have, has created a much better world even down here in the present life. It blessed Europe for over 1000 years. But people were still people. There were still problems, there was sin and hypocrisy. There were power grabs and wars and there was injustice and poverty and cruelty and so forth. The message of Christ changed millions, but it didn’t change everyone, or make the world perfect. 

Think about it. When Jesus came, His “country” of Israel was dominated by a foreign power, Rome. There were soldiers everywhere, as the American soldiers were everywhere in Iraq and Afghanistan. Some were good people. Others were cruel or greedy and they mistreated the Jews. Israel had to pay taxes to Caesar, a wicked king, far away. Jesus brought the message of His Kingdom to people in that situation. And thousands were healed and saved and changed, and they got hope for a new world, a better life. But Rome still ruled over Israel, and the religious leaders were still corrupt and conniving, and together they even executed Jesus, God’s Son. 

When Jesus ascended to heaven, the world wasn’t perfect. He told His servants to go out and spread His message everywhere, and it had a great effect all over the world. But it never made the world perfect. He’d never promised that it would!
He’d warned His people of coming judgment, and forty years after He left this world, that whole country was destroyed in a terrible time of tribulation and horror. It lasted 3 ½ years, and both Revelation and Daniel mention a 3 ½ year period of terrible tribulation. Just as Noah had predicted the Flood, Jesus predicted the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple and all the horrors that were to come. He’d told the people, unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. They didn’t repent, so they did perish! “Oh, Jerusalem, Jerusalem,” He cried, “If only you’d recognized me as your Savior! If only you’d repented, everything could’ve been so different! I wanted to gather you as a hen gathers her chicks, but you wouldn’t allow me to! You wouldn’t repent!” (Lu. 13:34, 35) 

No, they wouldn’t. They wouldn’t stop their sinning and live their lives as God wanted them to. They wouldn’t accept Jesus as their Messiah, and obey Him as their Lord and King. And so, Israel was destroyed a second time (the first was around 660 years earlier, under the Babylonians). It was horrible and sad, and their banishment lasted over 1,000 years, until 1948. And there was a lot of suffering, including Hitler’s holocaust, in between those times. 

So again, as we remember 911, it was a wake-up call, a calamity. It happened because we’re at war, there’s a devil, people have different ideas of what this world should be like, and some of them want to force others to live according to their ideas. 

The people who died there weren’t worse sinners than anybody else. But they were sinners, as we all are. And they perished. And we’re all perishing too. Jesus’ point was, we’re all sinners, and we’re all doomed, unless we get saved from that doom. 

This nation is in great danger. There are many dangers all around. Dangers outside our country, and dangers within. The signs of coming punishment and the end of the world are all around us. 

I just finished a book about how America could implode (Implosion, by Joel Rosenberg, I recommend it). The author said it could happen because of the economy, our national debt, our irresponsible government, the welfare state, etc. But it could also happen because of immigration, no borders, changing demographics. Or because of terrorism or war. The Chinese are a threat, the Russians, the Iranians, the North Koreans. The fall of Afghanistan to the Taliban makes our situation far more dangerous than it was back on 911. 

Did you realize how many countries now have nukes? (Russia, China, Pakistan, India, maybe Iran, N. Korea, Britain, France, Israel) And did you know it’s possible to even launch them from merchant ships (on Scud missiles), and wipe out our electric grid with an EMP nuclear blast in the high stratosphere or wipe out a major city? We have no defense against such an attack. It would all be over in minutes!

Or there are natural disasters. We’ve had lots of hurricanes and tornados, fires, floods. I don’t believe in the climate change hoax, but I do recognize there are plenty of natural dangers. If we get hit by enough of these things at the same time, it could cripple us. Did you know that Yellowstone could blow up and destroy half this country? There’s a danger of earthquakes or tsunamis in areas you may not have thought of, Portland, even New England. 

The greatest danger, perhaps, is the immorality, the abortions, the homosexuality and transsexuality, the perversion, the crime, the pornography, the adultery, the breakup of marriages, the breakdown of society. These are great dangers. It’s really amazing when you read statistics of how much pornography is sold in America. We’re actually the world capital, the greatest source of it. There are sex traffickers, slave traders. People have turned from belief in the God of Jesus Christ and want to accept other cults and isms and beliefs that they consider more tolerant or attractive. So many today have apostatized from the true faith, and think it’s because they’ve become more “enlightened” or “tolerant,” but they don’t realize it’s just apostasy, something Paul predicted would happen in 2 Thess. 2:3. 

Maybe you’re not that interested in the geo-political situation of the world today. Maybe you’re not one to watch the national news or worry about where the country is going. Be that as it may, there are dangers to your own personal life. Temptations that could wreck your life. There are worries and fears and sicknesses and false teachings. There is apathy and discouragement and distraction. There are lots of enemies, all around us, whether we’re trying to live for God or not.  

Christ didn’t come to make this world perfect. He didn’t promise to take away all temptations or trials or difficulties. In fact, He promised we’d have them till the end (Jn. 16:33). But He did promise that He would never leave or forsake us in the midst of them. He did say He’d be with us till the end (Matt. 28:20). 

As we remember the calamity of 911 and think about the terrible defeat in Afghanistan and the stupid mistakes made, let’s not become fearful or depressed. But let’s remember this is a fallen world, a dying world, a world where everyone is perishing – no exceptions! 

Let’s make sure we’ve repented and surrendered our lives to Jesus. As King over the Kingdom of God, He doesn’t make mistakes or let people down the way this American government has. He’s the only One who gives us meaning and hope. Let’s keep our eyes on Him and remain true to Him! 
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