The Triune Nature of God
Mat. 3:16; 28:18-20; Heb. 9:14

Today is Trinity Sunday. The fact that God is Triune is beyond human comprehension. We can apprehend it perhaps, because it’s revealed to us, but we cannot fully comprehend it. Nevertheless, what we can perceive has tremendous significance. The Trinity is yet another reason to marvel at our God and praise Him! Last week we looked at the difference the Holy Spirit makes in our lives, and considered how the Father sent the Son who made possible the outpouring of the Spirit. When we look at the life of Christ we can’t help but see the Trinitarian nature of God, and that nature has more ramifications for our lives than we may have imagined!

I. Let’s begin by trying to clarify what the Bible really says about the Trinity.


A. First, we need to make sure we’re not confused or confusing things concerning the Trinity. 


1. We don’t believe (as some Muslims say), in the Father, the Mother (Mary) and Jesus as the Trinity.



2. Nor do we accept either of three traditional heresies which have distorted the Trinity: Sabellianism 

                   (one God in three “modes”), Arianism (one God, a subservient created Son, and an active force), or 
                   Tri-theism (three separate gods.) These heresies are still with us today in the apostolic movement 
                   (UPC or Jesus Only), the Jehovah’s Witnesses, and the Mormons.


3. False cults and religions always attack and distort the nature of God. That shows how important it is 

                   to know the truth about Him! Satan wouldn’t try to distort it if it wasn’t important! 


B. Now then, if we don’t accept these erroneous ideas, how should we describe or define the Trinity? 


1. First, though the word Trinity appears nowhere in the Bible (neither does rapture, theology, 

                   theocracy, or the names of God, Jehovah or Yahweh), the concept of it certainly is. 



2. While we know there is only one God from Deut. 6:4; 1 Cor. 8:6; Eph. 4:4-6; (Christians are  

                   monotheists just as much as Jews and Muslims), we can also see that three distinct Persons are 
                   called God: 




a. The Father is called God: Eph. 1:2; 1 Pet. 1:2; 2 Pet. 1:16, 17.



b. The Son is called God: Jn. 1:1; 10:30-33; 14:7-10; Rev.1:8-17; 1 Tim.3:16; Rom. 9:5; 

                          Titus 2:13, 3:4,6, etc., etc., etc.



c. The Spirit is also called God: Acts 5:3, 4; Gen. 1:2; Acts 13:2-4; Jn. 4:24.


3. We know they are 3 distinct Persons and not just 1 because:  



a. Of the relationship and interaction we see among them:



b. The Father “sent” the Son, said He was pleased with Him, loved Him, the Son prayed to, loved 
                          and obeyed the Father, the Spirit was “sent” by both as “another Comforter,”(not the same 
                          Comforter) the Son is “at the right hand” of the Father, said no one comes to the Father but by 
                          Him, Jesus glorifies the Father, the Spirit glorifies Jesus, (1 Jn. 4:14; Mat. 26:39; Phil. 2:8; Jn. 
                          14:26; Heb. 10:12; Jn. 1:1; Jn. 17:5; Jn. 16:14).

c. In the beginning was the Word, He was with God and was God? (Jn. 1:1) How could a person 
    be with himself? 



d. We also plainly see the 3 Persons spoken of as distinct within one or just a few verses (Why 
                          does Paul constantly say things like, “Grace and peace from God the Father, and the Lord Jesus 

                          Christ”? 1 Cor. 1; 2 Cor. 1; Eph. 1; 1 Thess. 1, etc.) All 3 are mentioned together in 2 Cor. 

                          13:14; Eph. 1:17, and 1 Pet. 1:2, etc. It makes no sense at all if there is no Trinity!!


4. And yet, they are not three gods, for the scripture is adamant there is only one God. Nor are they 
                   separate in the same sense as three human persons would be separate, with distinct DNA for 

                   example, for our church creeds say they are all of the same “substance,” are always together in all 
                   they do, are always in complete harmony and unity, and together constitute the Godhead.



5. So the proper definition of the Trinity is this: Within the nature of the One True God, there are three 
                   distinct Persons; co-existent, co-equal, and co-eternal. The three Persons are all of the same 
                   “substance” (or essence), and the three Persons all constitute the One true and living God. 


6. For a more detailed explanation, Google “Athanasian Creed,” and you’ll see the orthodox teaching.

C. And why did Church Councils come up with these creeds and this idea? They did so because:



1. God intervened in history to reveal Himself as Trinity. That’s why we believe in it! The early 

                   Christians were all monotheistic Jews. It took 3 centuries for the Church to come to grips with what 

                   had happened and clarify the Trinity, but they did so because they had to, not because they invented 

                   this on their own! They had to reconcile their monotheism with things Jesus said and did and with 

                   their experience of the Holy Spirit. They struggled over centuries to articulate the doctrine of the 
                   Trinity to make sense of what New and OT Scriptures taught. 
2. In fact, the Trinity is so prevalent in the Scriptures that to deny it, one has to either ignore or twist 
    Scripture rather than just read it as it is. If there’s no Trinity, many Bible verses make no sense.



3. Besides, our understanding of the Trinity affects how we see spiritual truths of all kinds, especially
                   those concerning salvation. Just for example, consider the following:



a. If God (in His totality) died on the cross, who was running the universe for three days?! Yet 

                          if Jesus was not God, how could His sacrifice truly be sufficient for us? Only one who was 
                          fully human could atone for human sin; and yet, only one who was fully divine could live a
                          totally sinless life and therefore be a worthy substitutionary sacrifice.




b. We believe God Himself came to earth to save us. No mere man could have! He didn’t send an 

                          “underling” or just a perfect man to do His dirty work. He didn’t leave it to anyone else!





c. And yet, who did Jesus pray to? Why did He say “No one comes to the Father but through me?”




d. Why does the Bible say God Himself lives in us, (Eph. 4:6; 1 Jn. 4:12-15) if the Spirit is really 

                          the impersonal, “active force” of God?




e. If there’s no Trinity, how could God be love? (1 Jn. 4:8). He would have had no one to love 

                          for all eternity past! In reality, this would make God a co-dependent God, who needed us, 

                          because He had no one to love, and no way to express love. He would have been lonely! 




f. The Trinity means God has always been a community in and of Himself, and the Holy 

                         Community which is the Trinity has always loved and been loved. More on this later…

D. We could spend several weeks looking at the Trinity in scripture! 


1. There are so many places, even in the OT, that hint at plurality in the Godhead.

a. Gen. 1:1, 26; Let “us” make man in “our” image, etc. Gen. 3:22, man has become like one of 

                          “us.” Gen. 11:5, Let “us” descend, Why all these plural expressions? The Trinity explains it! 




b. Ps. 2:7, “Serve the Lord, Kiss the Son,” Ps. 33:6, God created by His Word and breath or Spirit, 

                         Prov. 30:4, What is His name and what is His Son’s name – God has a Son! Is. 48:16 God sends 

                         His Messenger, and His Spirit?



c. Ps. 45:3-7, (repeated in Heb. 1) “Thy throne oh God,… therefore God..” God speaking to God!? 




d. Ps. 110:1, “The Lord said to my Lord,” How can there be two Lords? (unless the two are one)




e. Dan. 7:9, 13, Two divine beings in heaven? (Ancient of Days and Son of Man)



2. And of course, in the NT this becomes even clearer. 

a. Mat. 3:16, 17 – the baptism of Jesus – The Son is baptized, a voice comes from heaven, the 

                         dove descends upon Him. Three expressions of God!




b. Mat. 28:19, “baptizing them in the name (singular) of the Father, and of the Son and of the 

                         Spirit,” (three Persons, one name; someone has said there are three “whos” and one “what”)  




c. Jn. 1:1-3, “The Word was with God, the Word was God” – at least two Persons there…




d. 2 Cor. 13:14, a Trinitarian blessing. Heb. 9:14 – Jesus gave Himself by the Spirit to the Father. 




e. The truth is, these verses only scratch the surface. The glorious, yet mysterious truth of God’s 

                         Triune nature is interwoven throughout the Word of God! 



II. The important thing is, how does the doctrine of the Trinity affect our lives practically? What applications 

       can we make to life from the knowledge of the Trinity? 


A. I alluded to a primary one already, but want to expand on it here. God’s triune nature has huge 

            implications for the concept of love and relationships.



1. In his book, “The Reason for God,” pastor Tim Keller makes a beautiful case for this. 

“If there is no God, then everything in and about us is the product of blind, impersonal forces. The experience of love may feel significant, but evolutionary naturalists tell us that it is merely a biochemical state in the brain. But what if there is a God? Does love fare any better? It depends on who you think God is. If God is unipersonal, then until God created other beings there was no love, since love is something that one person has for another. This means that a unipersonal God was power, sovereignty, and greatness from all eternity, but not love. Love then is not the essence of God, nor is it at the heart of the universe. Power is primary. However, if God is triune, then loving relationships in community are the “great fountain… at the center of reality.” When people say, “God is love,” I think they mean that love is extremely important, or that God really wants us to love. But in the Christian conception, God really has love as His essence. If He was just one person, he couldn’t have been loving for all eternity. If he was only the impersonal all-soul of Eastern thought, he couldn’t have been loving, for love is something that persons do. Eastern religions believe the individual personality is an illusion, and therefore, love is too. Chesterton wrote, ‘For the Buddhist… personality is the fall of man, for the Christian it is the purpose of God, the whole point of his cosmic idea.’ It is the purpose of God because he is essentially, eternally, interpersonal love. Ultimate reality is a community of persons who know and love one another. That is what the universe, God, history, and life is all about. If you favor money, power, and accomplishment over human relationships, you will dash yourself on the rocks of reality.” (pg. 216)


2. So God is love, only because God is triune! The Trinity means love is the central reality of the 
                   universe! Love is the ultimate goal, the ultimate reason for everything.



3. Because He is triune, God is love. His purpose for making the world and us in it, was not to solve 

                   His loneliness (He isn’t a co-dependent God), but to expand His love, to manifest it. His purpose is 
                   to include us in the love of the Triune God. He didn’t create us to get the cosmic, infinite joy of 

                   mutual love and glorification, but to share it! 


4. That’s why the greatest commandments, upon which all others hang, are to love God with all of our 

                   being, and to love one another! These are the greatest commandments because they align us with 
                   God’s triune nature! If we don’t learn love, (God’s love for us, so we can love Him and all people) 
                   we miss the whole point of the universe, because it was made to express and manifest His love.

B. This has tremendous ramifications for the Church. 


1. Christians must love one another. Otherwise, we contradict and go against the very nature of the 
                  God who calls us to be part of His Church! We are meant to become part of the loving community 
                  which is the Trinity. When we fight and are divided, we distort the image of God, we miss the point. 

C. God’s triune nature has very significant ramifications for marriage and family. 



1. A man and woman are different persons, but they are meant to become one. This is a great mystery, 

                   but a beautiful picture of Christ and the Church, and also, of the Trinity. Paul says this (Eph. 5).


2. As Christ is equal with the Father, but submits to Him, a wife is equal with her husband, but is 

                   supposed to be submitted to him. As Christ, the Spirit, and the Father are three distinct Persons, but 

                   one in substance and purpose, so husbands and wives are to be one flesh, unified in purpose and in 

                   love. As Christ loves the Church and gave Himself for her, so husbands are to love their wives. 


D. God’s triune nature is the ultimate reason for evangelism and missions. 



1. God sent Christ to save the world. The Spirit empowered Him in His mission. The Trinity did this 

                   because it is their nature and purpose to include us, not exclude us, from their community of love. 

                   They are not willing that any should perish. Evangelism then, is only the natural, (supernatural) 
                   outworking of the very nature of the Trinity! 



2. Surely too, in this time of national riots, bitterness and division, God wants us to look to Him and 

                  His divine nature of love as our model in how we’re to interact with one another.

The Trinity is such an important and unique revelation. No other god, no other religion is anything like our God, who is Triune! He is the ultimate glory and purpose of all created things, the pattern for what life should be. We fell away from His original intention, but Father, Son, and Spirit have done all that is necessary, not only to forgive us, but to bring us back into fellowship with the glorious and holy, infinite and eternal, Triune God! 
Benediction: 2 Cor. 13:14 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. NIV
Matt. 3:16-17

16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased." NIV

Matt 28:18-20

18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." NIV

Heb. 9:14

14 How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God! NIV

Is. 48:16 

16 "Come near me and listen to this: "From the first announcement I have not spoken in secret; at the time it happens, I am there." And now the Sovereign Lord has sent me, with his Spirit. NIV
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