"Founded on the Rock"
Lesson Three – Faith
Hab. 2:4, Eph. 2:8, 9; Heb. 11:6

Faith is essential in the Christian life. By faith we live, by faith we’re saved, and by faith we please God. Heb. 6:2 says that faith is part of the very foundation of Christian life. But what is true biblical faith, how does it work, and how do we obtain it?

I. What is biblical, saving faith?

	A. Well, we should know what faith is not.
		1. It is not a feeling, an emotion. It’s not “getting zapped,” or feeling goose bumps. We can’t always 
                   control emotions. But God expects us to believe His Word, and He’s grieved and amazed when we 
                   don’t believe Him. Look at His reaction to the Israelites after the Exodus, and to those who didn’t 
                   believe in Mark 6:6
		2. Saving faith is also not simply believing God exists or giving mental assent to the things of God.
		3. The Bible is clear, even the demons believe in God, and tremble, but their kind of “faith” doesn’t 
                   save them.
		4. Faith also can’t be something that only a few special people receive, because if it were, then God 
                  would be unjust in expecting faith out of us, and it would be ridiculous for Him to say, “Where is 
                  your faith,” or “Why is it that you have no faith?” or, that without faith it’s impossible to please 
                  Him.
	B. Faith is believing the Word of God, the promise of God, because we know that He is trustworthy and 
            cannot lie. (Faith then, really consists of knowing the faithful One!)
		1. Peter stepped out of the boat, and walked on water, because he trusted in Jesus’ word, “Come,” and 
                   because He trusted the character of the Lord he had come to know.
		2. He sank when he turned his attention from Jesus to what he saw (the waves), and what he felt (the 
                   wind.)
3. The Greek word for faith in the N.T., pistis, ( means, “persuasion, conviction, reliance 
 upon an object or person.”  It comes from the word peitho, (which means, “to be 
 convinced by argument”.
4. This means that real, biblical faith obviously requires that we understand what we’re believing 
                   in. We must be convinced that the object of our faith is reliable.  
		5. This also proves that faith is not intended to be “blind!” That is, God doesn’t expect us to just 
                   believe out of nothing, or just because we think we should, or because we psych ourselves into it.
		6. Instead, we are to believe because of God’s interaction with humankind over the centuries. What He 
                  has done, and what He has promised should teach us that He is reliable, and that we can expect and 
                  receive these same kinds of things in our own lives. Faith is related to revelation. God reveals 
                  Himself, and therefore we can believe Him. God says things, and we are to accept and believe them.
		7. This is why scripture says, “Faith comes by hearing the message, and the message is heard through 
                   the word of Christ.” (Ro. 10:17) Faith comes from the Word of God! Acts 11:14 also shows this.
		8. We can’t just believe whatever we want or feel. We can’t really have a true faith that goes 
                   beyond the Word of God. True faith catches the revelation of God through His Word, and just 
                   accepts that, and lives by it.
	C. There are many aspects to faith that we could discuss. However, since this is a new believer’ class, let’s 
             restrict our thoughts to one: saving faith, the faith it takes to become a Christian (a “believer”) in the 
             first place. What specifically must we believe, in order to be right with God?

II. Faith that saves.

	A. We must believe from the heart that Jesus is God, and God’s plan for our salvation.
1. Jn 8:24 - believe “I am” or perish. 
2. Jesus is our atonement and sufficiency, our Messiah, or anointed Savior, the way by which we can 
    be forgiven and made righteous before God. (1Cor. 1:30; Jn. 4:41,42 – the Samaritans became 
    convinced that Jesus was Messiah.)
	B. I want to show this in more detail, from the Gospel of John.    
		1. Jn. 1:43-51 – Philip became convinced, then brought Nathanael to Christ, who revealed things to 
                  him that convinced him as well, as evidenced by what he then said to express his faith.
2. Jn. 2:11 – the wedding at Cana – What did the disciples believe?
3. Jn. 2:24 – These people believed, yet something was lacking in their faith. (Compare with Acts 8, 
    the story of Simon the Sorcerer). And notice the words used here. Jesus didn’t “entrust Himself to 
    them.” This can also be translated “commit.” 
4. Jn. 3:16 – The same word is used here! To believe then, in the NT sense, means to entrust, to 
    commit to, to rely upon Someone because He has shown Himself to be reliable.
     		5. Jn. 4:53 – A Jewish official believed. What exactly did he believe? That Jesus was the Messiah!
C. To believe in a biblical sense means to obey.
1. Jn 3:36, Heb. 3-4, Ro. 10:16
2. The Ninevites believed God and changed!  
3. Believing is called repentance (Lu 11:32); while repentance is called believing (Jonah 3:5,10).
          	4. Nu. 20:12 – Moses told, “you didn’t trust me,” and yet in Nu. 27:14 it says, “you disobeyed me.”
         	5. Philip Melanchthon said, “Faith alone saves, but faith that saves is never alone.” No, it produces 
                  something, there is evidence of its existence in our lives.
            	6. Ja.2:14-26, “faith without works is dead.”
		7. Acts 6:7 – “obedience to the faith,” Ro.16:26 – “the obedience of faith.”
		8. Wesley said, “The saving Christ is not a proposition to be accepted, but a Person to be loved and 
                  obeyed.”
		9. A preacher named Wynkoop said, “The expression of faith is obedience and love.”
10. The best example is the story of Blondín the tight-rope walker, who crossed over the Niagara 
    River. (True faith will put you in the wheelbarrow!)
11. Another good example is what happens with motorcycles in the sand, and what happens in tithing.
        D. Believe means Now. “Now Faith is...”
1. You trust in Him to forgive and save you now.
2. You believe that you receive forgiveness, righteousness, eternal life, now! 
3. You believe He has adopted you now.
4. You believe He is able to change you, work within you, keep you from sin, meet your needs, now.

Let’s look at another biblical example of faith.

III. The woman who was hemorrhaging. Mar. 5:24-34

	A. This woman had a very serious, debilitating condition.
	B. She tried everything possible to solve her problem, but all to no avail. There are some things for which 
            the world has no answers.
	C. Vs. 27, she heard of Jesus (heard someone speak of Him.)
		1. Faith comes by hearing, hearing by the Word of God (Ro. 10:17)
		2. Faith was born in her heart when she heard of what Jesus had done for others (healed a paralytic, 
                   given sight to a blind man, etc.)
		3. So this was not a blind faith. It was a belief in specific things that she had heard about.
		4. Her faith was for a physical healing, not salvation. But thru this experience, and this meeting of her 
                  felt need, she ended up having a revelation of Jesus that was sure to change her spiritual life forever 
                  as well.



	D. Faith is not passive, but active.
		1. She believed, so she went looking for Jesus. (This required effort and risk, because she was 
                   ceremonially unclean.)
		2. She said, “If I can only touch his clothes, I shall be made whole.” (Faith speaks – “I believed, 
                   therefore I spoke.” 2Cor. 4:13. Ro. 10:9,10 – “If you confess with your mouth…”).
	3. She touched Jesus’ clothes, following through on what she had believed and spoken.
	4. She then received healing.
	5. Jesus said, “Who touched me?” which forced the woman to confess and tell her story.
	6. This was for her own good (perhaps to show she didn’t need to sneak around, God wanted her to 
           come), and it was also for our good today (we can understand more completely what faith is like.)
E. Jesus said that it was the woman’s faith that had healed her or “made the connection.”
F. Faith then, is the “Pipeline” or the “extension cord,” that connects us with God’s resources, (power, 
    healing, salvation, provision.) The power comes from God, but our faith is the means by which we 
    receive that power.
G. One more thing I’ll just mention. Faith is both something God gives or inspires and something we can  
     either choose to exercise or not exercise. That is why the Bible says He is pleased when people/we do 
     believe, and displeased when they/we don’t believe. 

IV. Simple ways in which we can put our faith to work and receive from God.

	A. Ro. 10:13 – “Call” on the name of the Lord. Prayer requires faith.
	B. Mat. 11:28 – “Come” unto Jesus to find rest. (Rest requires trust in God.)
C. Jn. 4:14 - “Drink” of the water of life. You can lead a horse to water…
D. Jn. 1:12 – “Receive” Jesus as Lord and Savior, opening the door of your life to Him by faith.
E. Rev. 3:19, 20 – “Repent” of your ways, “Open” the door of your life to Christ by faith.
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