"Founded on the Rock"
Lesson Eight – The Church
Matthew 16:15-19

Jesus Christ came to Earth to save us. But He also had another purpose, to establish His Church. What is the Church of Jesus Christ? What is its purpose on Earth?

I. What is the Church?

	A. The Greek word "ecclesia" means, "an assembly of called out or chosen ones." Called out from the 
            world unto Christ and His purposes.
	B. Paul was called out from the world, unto the gospel (Romans 1:1)
	C. The Church then, consists of the people God has called out from darkness to light. (1Peter 2:9)

II. What is the purpose of the Church?

	A. Jesus came to Earth and took on a physical body. (John 1:14)
		1. That body was filled, energized, directed by the Holy Spirit.
		2. Through that body Jesus healed, saved, taught, touched people.
		3. That body was the vehicle or transportation of the Holy Spirit. (Jesus' "earth suit")
		4. That body was also the expression of God on Earth.

	B. Very quickly, Jesus chose and called a group of disciples which He taught, trained and prepared. (Mark 
             3:14)

	C. When Christ ascended to heaven, He poured out His same Holy Spirit upon these disciples, and they 
             received His power. (Acts 1:8)
		1. The Holy Spirit indwelt them, possessed them. 
		2. Collectively, they became the body of Christ; the vessel, vehicle, transportation, temple of the same 
                   Spirit who had dwelt in Jesus the Christ Himself. (1Corinthians 3:16; 6:19)
		3. Today, Jesus still walks on Earth, but He does so in a body made up of millions of believers – the 
                  Church of Jesus Christ!

III. What does this mean for us today?

	A. 1Corinthians 12:4-27 and Rom. 12:4-8 both teach something rather novel and startling. 
		1. The analogy of the physical human body
		2. We are all one body made up of many different parts.
	B. We have different functions, gifts, purposes – just like the cells and organs of our physical bodies.
	C. For this reason, no one can be independent or separate.
	D. No one is without importance or value – no one is inferior.
	E. Neither is anyone superior, able to operate alone. We need each other!
	F. God has deliberately created us interdependent and orders us to congregate together. (Hebrews 10:23-
            25). This is not a suggestion!
	G. We're to consider one another, exhort and motivate, correct and teach one another to live and do the 
             works God intends for us to do.

IV. This is the way in which God's work is done, and His kingdom is advanced on Earth. 

	A. Our needs will be met in the body – not apart from it! There is much that God wants us to receive.
		1. In our place, the Church, we receive the Word of God, encouragement, edification, teaching, prayer, 
                   love, fellowship, discipleship. 
		2. In the time of Christ's earthly life, needy people came to where His physical body was in order to 
                   receive help.
		3. Today, we must still come to His body – but now it's composed of millions and millions of believers 
                   world-wide. That body is called the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ.
		4. As in a fire, the logs all burn brightly when they're together, but tend to go out when separated, even 
                   so, we blaze with God's glory when we're together, but tend to flicker out if we remain aloof and 
                   separate. So God wants us in our place so we can receive.
	B. He also wants us in our place so we can give.
		1. God has given all of us people something to contribute.
		2. We have different gifts combined in unique ways in each person.
		3. It is vital for our own spiritual well-being that we have an outlet for these gifts.
		4. This includes our money, talents (both spiritual and "secular"), our energy, our love, prayer, 
                   worship, really, all of who we are as God has made us.
		5. When everybody contributes, the engine is "firing on all cylinders" and we are all enriched.
		6. We become a spiritual team.
		7. As God's Church, we can be used by Him to touch the world.
		8. After all, God still wants to touch, to heal, to save, to reconcile mankind to Himself, and we are His 
                   body, His vehicle to accomplish those purposes.
		9. 1 Peter 2:4-10 – We're living stones, being put into our proper places to become the temple of God, 
                   a holy nation, the expression of God on Earth.
		10. Ephesians 2:18-22 – We are "The Temple," fitted together, growing so God might dwell among us 
                    and manifest His glory on Earth!

V. Some practical applications. If these things are true, what are we going to do about them?

	1. Every believer needs to find his/her place in the Body of Christ.
	2. Guidelines for doing this:
		a. Pray for God's leading.
		b. Know what to look for in choosing a local church. (holiness, scriptural teaching, love, outreach, 
                   opportunities for true fellowship, etc.)
	3. When you find where God wants you, commit to that fellowship – time, talents, finances, prayer.
	4. Be sure to communicate with the pastor and leaders about your commitment. 
	5. Remember, no church is perfect (if it were, you would ruin it anyway!)
	6. Stay there until God tells you to move. 


2

