"Founded on the Rock"
Lesson Eleven – Serving God
Joshua 24:15; 1 Thessalonians 1:9; Mark 1:17; 3:14

When Jesus calls us to Himself, it is always with two purposes in mind: First, that we might be with Him and have fellowship or relationship with Him, and second, that we might serve Him. God has a purpose for every life. He desires that we all find that purpose and serve Him in it. How can we serve God?

I. First and foremost, we serve God with our lives!
	A. We're saved by grace, not works. (Eph. 2:8,9)
		1. We don't serve God to earn salvation or approval.
		2. We don't serve Him out of slavish obligation. (Mat. 11:28-30, my yoke is easy, my burden light)
		3. We serve Him because of love. His love for us, and ours for Him. It should flow naturally.
	B. But we naturally want to serve God with our lives. How? 
		1. By receiving His grace, His salvation. (Ps. 116:13, I will lift up the cup of salvation)
		2. By believing in Him, trusting in Him. (Jn. 6:28, 29, this is the work of God, believing in Messiah)
		3. By sitting at His feet, hearing His Word. (Lu. 10:38-42, Martha worked, but Mary sat and listened)
		4. By simply being with Him. (Mar. 3:14, their first calling was to be with Jesus)
		5. By giving our lives to Him. (Ro. 12:1,2, present your body, be renewed in your mind) Live in such a 
                  way as to be pleasing to Him.
		6. By abiding in Him. (Jn. 15:4) This means staying with Him, being faithful, letting Him work in us.

* These are what God desires from us first. But then there is more…

II. We serve God by sharing His gospel with others. 
	A. 2 Cor. 5:18-20 – We're all ambassadors, we all have a ministry of reconciliation.
	B. Mar. 3:14 – the disciples were called to be with Jesus, but also to go forth and preach.
	C. The NT definition of "to preach," Acts 8:4 – to evangelize, to speak, to share, to "gossip the gospel," to 
            announce good news.
	D. Mar. 16:15; Mat. 28:18-20 – these passages are called "The Great Commission," not "The Great 
            Suggestion"!!
	E. This was actually Christ's reason for coming to Earth – Lu. 19:10, to seek out lost people.
	F. It was the passion of the early church. (1Cor. 9:19-22)
	G. How do we begin? 
		1. Abide in Christ in daily fellowship. (Live right!)
		2. Pray! (For the lost, for opportunities, for boldness, for wisdom.)
		3. Study the Gospel, the Word. Be prepared to share it (and your testimony.)
		4. Be alert to "divine appointments." 
		5. Go where God leads you!

III. We serve God through prayer.
	A. Lu. 2:37 – Anna served God by fasting, praying, worshiping.
	B. Acts 6:4, the apostles’ first priority was prayer and the ministry of the Word, Act 13:2 – the disciples 
            served God by ministering to Him, fasting, praying, worshiping, waiting on Him.
	C. Prayer is a ministry every believer can participate in.
	D. God has promised to do wonders through our prayers.
		1. 1Tim. 2:1-4, pray for kings and all in authority, for all the saints. This is a primary ministry of the 
                   Church. 
		2. Jn. 15:7, if we abide, we can ask what we will and it will be given, and that brings glory to God. 
		3. Mat. 21:21, 22, whatever you ask for, believing, will be given, with the idea being to further God’s 
                   Kingdom. 
	E. Prayer is a very powerful and important way to serve God. 
		1. It makes us co-workers with Him. (Ja. 5:16)
		2. Through prayer, God works in us, and then through us.
	F. It is something we must learn to do, Lu. 11:1. We grow in it. 

IV. We serve God through our giving. 
	A. Money is not evil or unspiritual in and of itself. (1Tim. 1:6)
		1. It is necessary for life in our society. 
		2. It can and should be used for the glory of God.
	B. The tithe belongs to God.
		1. Lev. 27:30; Mal. 3:8-10; Mat. 23:23
		2. It should primarily be given to support the ministry, Mal. 3:10; 1 Cor. 9:14, 2 Cor. 9:6-8. 
	C. Our commitment to God can be seen by what we do with our money. 
		1. Do we really trust Him in every area? 
		2. Do we really value what He values? 
		3. We need to realize something – we don't just give to God to get blessed, or so we can say we 
                   obeyed. We give to God because we want our money to accomplish things!
	D. God promises to bless and provide for those who give. 
		1. Lu. 6:38; Phil. 4:19; 2 Cor. 9:6-8
		2. Note the context of each of these passages; the blessing is for those who give to God’s work. 

V. We serve God according to the gifts He's given us. 
	A. Every Christian has been given gifts with which to serve God.
		1. Ro. 12:4-8 – the "motivational gifts." 
		2. 1Cor. 12:4-12, 27-31 – the "gifts of the Holy Spirit." 
		3. Eph. 4:11, 12 – "Ministerial gifts." 
		4. There are about 24 different gifts mentioned in the NT.
	B. All gifts are necessary and important. 
		1. Service is as important as preaching or prophesying. Mercy is as great as words of knowledge. 
		    Administration is as valuable as gifts of healing. 
2. An outreach we did in ElP on a vacant lot is a great example of how these can work together.
		3. It’s also important to realize that so called “secular” talents or abilities are also given by God and 
                   important. We need mechanics, doctors, secretaries, cab drivers, janitors, businessmen, artists.
		4. Church is only one sphere of activity, not the only one! Family is important, because God is our 
                   Father; Government is important, because God is our King; Education is important because God is 
                   our Teacher; Business is important because God is our Provider; Medicine, because God is our 
                   Healer; the Arts and Sciences, because God is Creator, Designer; the Media, because God is the 
                   great Communicator! All areas of life are to be under His direction and authority!
	C. How do we use our gifts? 
		1. Find out about them! Read the scriptures as well as other books and materials on spiritual gifts.
		2. Ask God to show you what gifts He's given you and how to use them. 
		3. Take a gifts survey. 
		4. Always be open to and desirous of the spiritual gifts. (1Cor. 12:31)
		5. Use what you have. Seek to serve God and others however and whenever possible. You will grow, 
                   and what gifts you have will begin to be more obvious.
		6. Remember, the primary place where God wants us to serve Him is in the context of a local church. 
                   Find God's place for you, get "plugged in," and begin to serve Him with all your heart!
		7. And one more thing; Focus more on the Giver than on the gifts. Keep yourself in right relationship 
                   to Him. Then the gifts will be used in the best way, and your priorities will be right. You won’t try 
                   to derive fulfillment from your gifts or ministry. You’ll be serving God and letting Him decide how 
                   and where and with what gifts that will take place.
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